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Risky Play Policy

In line with the play safety forum we will be encouraging play which has low levels of risk within our setting. 

Through play Children will be exposed to the risk of minor and easily healed injuries such as bruises, grazes, or sprains, this is due to the nature of play and its role in Child Development. 

On occasions the children will be exposed to unavoidable high risk. e.g. paddling pool play; cooking using tee lights; woodwork using hacksaws, hammers and nails; and skateboarding.

These would only be tolerable in the following conditions

· The likelihood of risk/harm extremely low

· Hazards were clear to the children- through them being involved in the risk assessment period.
· There are obvious benefits

· The further reduction of risk would remove the benefits

· There are no reasonably practical ways to manage the risk 

We will strike the balance between the risks and the benefits which will done by a thorough risk assessment. 

We will offer risks that help children to learn to deal with environmental hazards. 

We will describe the risks as clearly as possible to the children and involve them in assessing the risks which will include writing risk assessments or rules for playing with the equipment e.g. den building rules.
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